[B] Whence do we know that it is called “mist?” “But a mist went up from 
the earth and watered the whole face of the ground” (Gen. 2:6). 


[C] “Thick”— because it thickens [and darkens the sky:] “[And the Lord 
said to Moses], ‘Lo, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, [that the 
people may hear when I speak with you and may also believe you 
forever.’ Then Moses told the words of the people to the Lord]” (Ex. 


19:9). 

[D] “Meek”— because it makes people meek toward one another [when 
they fast]. 

[E] “Prince’— because it makes householders into princes: “He it is who 


makes the clouds [the Hebrew word for clouds can also mean 
‘princes’ ] rise at the end of the earth, who makes lightnings for the rain 
and brings forth the wind from his store houses” (Ps. 135:7). 


[F] “Storm” — because it turns the firmament into storm clouds: “[Ask 
rain from the Lord in the season of the spring rain], from the Lord who 
makes the storm clouds, [who gives men showers of rain, to every one 
the vegetation in the field]” (Zech. 10:1). 


[II:1 A] And all its neighbors fast but do not sound the shofar [M. 3:3D]: 
For so we find that on the Day of Atonement, they fast but do not 
sound the shofar. 


[B] R. Aqiba says.” They sound the shofar but do not fast” [M. 3:3E]: 


[C] For so we find that on the New Year they sound the shofar but do not 


fast. 
3:4 
[A] And so too: A town which is afflicted with pestilence or ruination [of 
houses] — 


[B] that town declares a fast day and sounds the shofar. 
[C] And all its neighbors fast but do not sound the shofar. 
[D] R. Aqiba says, ‘They sound the shofar but do not fast.” 


[I:1 A] There was a pestilence in Sepphoris, but it did not come into the 
neighborhood in which R. Haninah was living. And the Sepphoreans 
said, “How is it possible that that elder lives among you, he and his 
entire neighborhood, in peace, while the town goes to ruin?” 


[B] [Haninah] went in and said before them, “There was only a single 
Zimri in his generation, but on his account, 24,000 people died. And in 


